Young Adults ABS Conference in Seattle
“A lovely and momentous gathering… stimulating… a marvelous immersion… very, very valuable… wonderfully prepared material… superb… an opportunity to really focus on our place in this Divine Plan… truly thought-provoking… it gave each of us a sense of mission…”  These are but a few of the many positive comments received after 120 youth and young adults met in Seattle, Washington, on November 19th, for a one-day conference on “Scholarship, Service, and Social Action in the Context of the Divine Plan.”  The conference, organized by the Association for Bahá’í Studies – North America, drew participants from as far away as Portland, Oregon, and Vancouver, British Columbia.  

Counselor Stephen Birkland and Celia Johnson, of the Western Regional Bahá’í Council, addressed the conference on several occasions throughout the day, in between intensive, participatory, small-group study sessions on guidance from the Bahá’í Writings and the Universal House of Justice.  These study sessions examined the themes: What is Bahá’í Scholarship?; Bahá’í Scholarship in the Context of the Divine Plan; Integrating Bahá’í Scholarship into Life-Long Learning; Overcoming Spiritual and Intellectual Tests; Initiating and Supporting Campus Activities; and Orienting Oneself Toward a Life of Service.  In addition to Counselor Birkland and Council member Celia Johnson, two Auxiliary Board Members and four members of the Local Spiritual Assembly of the Bahá’ís of Seattle sat in on, and helped to facilitate, these study groups.
By all accounts, participants found the conference to be highly relevant to the needs of their generation.  Several young adults expressed a “a real thirst" for this type of material.  Many expressed a desire to take the conference workbook home to their own communities and study it with their peers who were unable to attend.  Some expressed a desire to participate in conferences like this on a frequent basis, two or even four times a year.  And many commented on how hard it is to find material like this that is tailored to their age group. 
A three-day conference on Bahá’í scholarship for young adults was held last April in the Chicago area.  The Association for Bahá’í Studies is now in the process of reviewing the experience of these two conferences, and the effectiveness of the newly developed study materials, in order to see how they can best be adapted for more widespread use across the continent.

