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Bahá’í Scholarship Workshop on April 30, 2006
The ABS Cal Studies Workshop on Sunday, April 30th was very successful.  Participants praised the intellectual stimulation they enjoyed and liked the warm, friendly atmosphere of the Berkeley Bahá’í Center.  Fifteen people attended – we  had hoped for more but our advertising was not as effective as it might have been – a number of attendees ideal for participation and communication.
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The program:

The program included three sessions – each about an hour long - separated by 20 or 30 minute breaks.  
1.  Participatory Presentation on Bahá'í Scholarship: 

The first session drew on the ABS Young Adults Workbook V3 to illustrate some of the basic themes of Bahá’í Scholarship. The intent was not only to inform, but to jumpstart participation and the sharing of ideas.

Cynthia Barnes-Slater, the presenter for the session, used music and the discussion questions in the ABS Young Adults Workbook V3 to create a warm, caring, and intellectually-vibrant atmosphere that carried throughout the program.  Everyone introduced themselves and said a few things about their interests.  
The material covered from the ABS Young Adults Workbook V3 was limited by the time available.  We used two pages from the workbook (Section I – What Is Bahá’í Scholarship? on page 2 and Section VI – Orienting Oneself Toward a Life of Service on page 11) but were able to only cover material from the first page, in part because of an excellent discussion of what “correlation” meant with respect to Bahá’í scholarship. 

Before the break, the structure of the breakout session was described briefly.  

A survey of reasons for attendance was carried out during the break.  The survey answers are given in Reasons for Attending in the appendix below.  
2.  Breakout Sessions

The breakout sessions, which started after the break (for coffee, tea, drinks, snacks, time for using the bathroom, and chatting), proved to be the heart of the workshop.  The intent was to illustrate and provide a template for how Bahá’í studies could be done.  First, a facilitator knowledgeable about a current topic of interest outlined differing viewpoints on that topic, and then brought a Bahá’í perspective to bear.  Next, session participants identified a topic they wished to discuss and repeated the process as a group. Instructions for facilitators (ABS Scholarship Workshop Breakout Session: Facilitator Worksheet) are included in the appendix below.  
There were four teams of facilitators: John Thelen-Steere (Environmental Issues), Shahla Ali and Cynthia Barnes-Slater (Civil Rights and the Law), Michelle Thelen-Steere (Psycho-Spirituality), and Courosh Mehanian (Science and Religion). Workshop participants chose the breakout session they wanted to attend. Sessions had as few as three people – including facilitator – or as many as five.  
In all four session, the discussions were stimulating and intellectually engaging.  They tapped into what might be called an inexhaustible reservoir of excitement, knowledge, enthusiasm, and eagerness to learn that is the heart of Bahá’í Studies.  
3.  Breakout Review, Setting Personal Goals, and Discussion of Future Plans 

The final session of the day followed a 30 minute break with refreshments. Its intended purpose was to share and discuss the breakout sessions, to set personal goals (along the lines of Section VI – Orienting Oneself Toward a Life of Service on page 11 of the ABS Young Adults Workbook V3), and to conclude by discussing future plans.

People were excited by the workshop and it showed in the summaries of the breakout session.  For an outline of some of the topics addressed, see Breakout Group Feedback in the appendix below. 
The setting of personal goals was not addressed due to lack of time.

The day ended with praise for the event and the intellectual stimulation it brought about. One person said the intellectual stimulation experienced at the workshop is too frequently absent from Bahá’í activities.  
Planning for the future was discussed.  This included

· the need to hold a workshop at the beginning of the school year for university students so that they would have time to attend

· the desirability of repeating the workshop at various different times and places

· and the need for workshops focusing on career goals.  
For planning comments proposing a next workshop, see Ideas for Next Workshop in the appendix below.
Appendices:
A. ABS Scholarship Workshop Breakout Session: Facilitator Worksheet

Goals of the Workshop and the Breakout Session:

· Inspire Bahá’ís to participate in the development of Bahá’í Studies by providing tools in an informal and interactive learning forum

· Build support and infrastructure for Bahá'í Studies

· Outline themes of Bahá'í Studies and encourage wider involvement in the ABS

· Build a framework for collaborative scholarship to evolve from the individual “scholar” model

· Application of Bahá'í principles to business, education, law, ecology, and other important topics.

· Encourage members of breakout sessions to continue development of Bahá’í studies through individual and group effort 

Guidelines for the facilitator:

The breakout sessions are an hour long with the goal of providing a model of Bahá’í study by (i) the facilitator identifying an interesting topic and illustrating how to address it from a Bahá’í Studies approach and (ii), the breakout group identifying an interesting topic and starting the process of addressing it from a Bahá’í Studies approach.

In the breakout sections, the facilitators will have a background in the theme of the discussion group and  will coordinate a discussion that introduces an important issue, illustrates competing points of view about it, and develops a Bahá'í perspective on it.

1. In the first part of the breakout session, the facilitator and participants will introduce themselves, share why they are interested in Bahá'í scholarship, and discuss what kind of Bahá'í scholarship they are interested in.  Suggested time is 5-10 minutes.

2. The facilitator will take a current topic that they have identified beforehand and present current perspectives on it from several sides, encouraging discussion.  The facilitator will then bring a Bahá’í perspective to bear, describing a Bahá’í studies approach. Suggested time is 20 to 25 minutes.

3. Finally, the breakout section participants, with help from the facilitator if requested, will identify several important issues and pick one to explore.  They will first talk about contending perspectives on the topic.  Next, they will start to develop a Bahá'í approach to the issue.  Someone will take notes and provide a summary to the whole workshop at the end of the workshop.  Suggested time is 30 minutes.

Facilitator Preparation: 

The facilitator should prepare by (a) identifying a currently important topic, (b) preparing descriptions of various and conflicting points of view on it, (c) identifying Bahá’í responses to the topic, and (d) developing a description of how a Bahá’í studies approach might be prepared for a presentation or other venue (i.e., how to carry the development through to some logical end-goal).

The facilitator should plan for the three phases of the one hour time slot allotted to the breakout session so that adequate time is devoted to each.  Remember to ask someone to take notes.
B. Breakout Group Feedback

Group One: Environment:  Land Stewardship, global warming, eco-spirituality, and extinction 

“Nature is the embodiment of My Being a reality that men of learning fail to grasp…..” – Bahá’u’lláh, Tablets of Bahá’u’lláh, p. 142
“Sacred Space” – preservation

Group Two: Science and Religion: Intelligent Design, Cosmology, bio-ethics

Intelligent Design (not consistent with Bahá’í belief as the Infinite/Divinity’s relationship to nature cannot be conclusively be defined by man, as a finite being) vs. Evolution (issues: cloning, human genome, stem cell & genetic research) – yes: incremental species change (consistent with Bahá’í belief)

Relationship of science and religion; religious claims should withstand the test of reason

Existence of the human soul

Human reality is thought/spirit, not body/material

Soul as the trust of God – human twins created by divided egg but have separate souls

Soul is attracted to any combination…Couroush will send me the quote

Group Three: Psycho-Spirituality

Psycho-Spiritual research: Bahá’u’lláh as the Divine Physician, “O My Servant! Free thyself from the fetters of this world…” “Purge thy heart from malice…”

· Rational

· Emotional

· Volitional

· Behaviorist

· Pay attention

· Meditate

· Consequences of our actions

· Reward

Bahá’u’lláh’s Teaching provide a “systematic framework for the Golden Rule

Issue: backbiting and gossip in the office – human resources 

Issue: Immigration debate

Bahá’í principles help us to look at the “holistic” nature of global, domestic issues, example – Bahá’í principle – elimination of extremes of wealth and poverty, oneness of humanity; NAFTA – North American Free Trade Agreement – its effect, as “global legislation” on the Mexican political economy; global labor trans-borders (immigration), global capital trans borders (capital investment, shareholder return on investment, monetary policies)

Group Four: Civil Rights and Law

Spiritual indicators in social policy research

Socio-legal studies re:

Inequality

Limits of research

Frontier of transformation – changing hearts and minds] spiritual process of transformation

Minority vs. majority rights

School Finance Funding Inequality

National vs. local – based on local tax base – wealthier localities can fund schools at a higher rate than poorer localities

Local control of schools – lack of trust, divisions within governmental structure; lack of awareness or valuing common goals

“Equal education” is not guaranteed by the U.S. Constitution – not a fundamental right, not perceived as an issue by the Founding Fathers in the 18th Century – education considered a state’s rights issue; strict constructionist = strict adherence to the Constitution

“evolutionary”

Voter opposition & symbolic racism – may be root cause of inequality in school funding

Important to remember that the beloved Guardian, Shoghi Effendi encourage us to study history and to apply Bahá’í Principles as we teach the Faith

ABS-CA role to encourage Bahá’í scholarship: read workbook on “Bahá’í Scholarship, Service & Social Action”

C. Ideas for next workshop:

Hold a one day workshop: be mindful of the academic school year – don’t schedule it during UC Berkeley finals!! Maybe schedule it in September?
1.  Bahá’í Scholarship – morning

2.  Career Planning & Development – afternoon:

· Career panels

· Mentoring opportunities

· Helping youth find a Bahá’í purpose in their careers/ work

· Writing

· Presentations/Speaking

· Graduate studies

· Pioneering

· Building a resume, preparing for interviews, networking

· Inviting seekers

· Encouraging questions & answers, interactive approach

D. Reasons for Attending:
1. I'm interested in psycho-spiritual theory and practice found in both Bahá'í and non-Bahá'í psychology.

2. I am interested to see Bahá'í Scholars in every field who can apply Bahá'í principles in their field.

3. I'm committed to applying Bahá'í principles to sustainable development and ecology.

4. I wanted to attend to get a better understanding of what the ABS is and how I can apply my studies to the Bahá'í principles.

5. I came because I thought the workshop would be a great inspiration for the challenges of the Ph.D. program I will be beginning in the fall.  I also was simply curious to hear everyone's viewpoints on how faith and scholarship intersect.

6. I received a phone invitation to explore Bahá'í perspectives on current issues which intrigued me as well as being around stimulating discussion and people.

7. I came because I was asked to help facilitate a session.  I also came because fellowship with other Bahá'ís cleanses the heart.  I have appreciated Cynthia's presentation, its participatory nature and focus on the Writings and the use of the arts.

8. I came to this workshop as a presenter but also because I want to interact and share with others who interested in Bahá'í scholarship.

9. I came to facilitate one of the breakout sessions.

10. I was invited to attend on behalf of the Berkeley LSA

11. I came here to open the house and I liked the idea of ABS.  Later, I volunteered to represent the LSA of the Bahá'ís of Berkeley.




Program of the Bahá’í Scholarship Workshop on April 30, 2006, Berkeley, CA


Welcome and Prayer 1:30 to 1:40 pm


Participatory Presentation on Bahá'í Scholarship is 1:40 to 2:40 pm 


Topics covered from the ABS Young Adults Workbook V3


What is Bahá'í Scholarship?


Orienting Oneself Toward a Life of Service


Break 2:40 to 3:00 pm


Breakout Sessions 3:00 to 4:00 pm


Science and Religion: Intelligent Design, Cosmology, bio-ethics


Environment:  Land Stewardship, global warming, eco-spirituality, and extinction


Civil Rights and Law


Psycho-Spirituality


Break 4:00 to 4:30 pm


Breakout review, Setting personal goals, Discussion of Future Plans 4:30 to 5:20 pm


Closing and Prayer 5:20 to 5:30 pm  








