Recently the Campus Association for Baha’i Studies at Simon Fraser University organized a two day conference at their Burnaby campus.  The conference was an overwhelming success, with close to 100 people in attendance, the crowd was small enough to keep an intimate atmosphere, yet was large enough for people to meet new faces over the course of the conference.  The theme of the conference was « Scholarship in the Path of Service », and was based on the ABS workbook entitled Scholarship, Service & Social Action in the Context of the Divine Plan.  We were lucky enough to have with us Dr. Michael Karlberg, who actually compiled the workbook that we were using; he kicked off the weekend with an inspiring talk which gave us great insight into the power and the practicality of the material that we were about to study.  
The main focus of the conference was the workshop groups which took the participants through the various lessons of the workbook.  In between workshops the participants would meet in the main theatre to share what they had learned, and to enjoy various presentations and group games which got everyone involved.
The highlight of the weekend came on Sunday afternoon during the last 2 hours of the conference where each workshop group took turns sharing what they had learned over the course of the weekend.  After that, there was an impromptu open mic session, where people were invited to come up and share any comments they had about the weekend.  Everyone was absolutely blown away by what people had to say, and the organizers were estatic at the success of this open mic which they had not planned for in any way.  The conference actually ended an hour later than scheduled, because there was just so much to be said.
Feedback from the conference was outstanding.  All the youth expressed how happy they were to finally have another conference where they could see old friends, meet new ones, and be refreshed with the love and energy othe the other youth.  The organizers were very happy and relieved with how everything unfolded, and are extremely grateful to all the volunteers who helped out over the weekend, we truly believe that there was a Divine power at work which helped everything come together as perfectly as it did.  
Sincerely

-SFU C.A.B.S. Exec.

