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Abstract

The evolution of the Bahá’í community from its obscure and persecuted origins to world encirclement has been rapid. At the time of Bahá’u’lláh’s death in 1892, there were followers in fifteen countries. By late 1921 when Shoghi Effendi’s assumption of the Guardianship was decreed in the Will and Testament of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Bahá’ís were resident in thirty-five countries. A period of consolidation followed, in which Shoghi Effendi sought the administrative and doctrinal maturation of Bahá’í communities emerging in diverse sociopolitical and religious contexts. This article considers the essential features of the last significant phase of Shoghi Effendi’s ministry, the decade of the World Crusade, 1953–1963. In doing so, it seeks to raise questions concerning the contemporary practice of historical Bahá’í scholarship.




https://doi.org/10.31581/jbs-6.4.1(1995)





PDF (OCR)






This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International License. If you wish to adapt, remix, transform, or build upon this work in any way, you may not distribute your work without first contacting the Editor for permission.

Copyright © 1995 Graham Hassall









Most read articles by the same author(s)

	
Graham Hassall,

The Origins of the Bahá’í Faith in the Pacific Islands
,

The Journal of Bahá’í Studies: Vol. 16 No. 1-4 (2006)


	
Graham Hassall,

Notes on the Bábí and Bahá’í Religions in Russia and its Territories
,

The Journal of Bahá’í Studies: Vol. 5 No. 3 (1993)


	
Graham Hassall,

Accessing Literature on the Bahá’í Faith
,

The Journal of Bahá’í Studies: Vol. 20 No. 1-4 (2010)


	
Graham Hassall,

Collective Security within Reach
,

The Journal of Bahá’í Studies: Vol. 23 No. 1-4 (2013)






















Make a Submission




Make a Submission






Information


	

For Readers


	

For Authors


	

For Librarians










Language



	

Español (España)


	

Français (Canada)


	

English



































Graham Hassall



×




Graham Hassall, PhD, is director of the Asia-Pacific Constitutional Systems Program at the Centre for Comparative Constitutional Studies ay the University of Melbourne, Australia. He holds degrees in education and history, and has published on issues of ethnicity, nationalism, and representation in the Asia-Pacific region. He is a member of the faculty of the Certificate in Baha'i Studies offered at the Yerrinbool Institute.














×







Username
*

Required







Password
*

Required










Forgot your password?











Keep me logged in










Login




No account?

Register here






















